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" For there is bitterness even in the cup of the highest love; so does this love make thee yearn for the superman, so does it cause thirst to thee, the creator!
" A thirst for the superman, an arrow and a yearning for the superman: tell me, my brother, is this thy will to marriage ?
" Holy do I call such a will and such a marriage,"
Yet, alas 1 how seldom nowadays does marriage resemble the ideal picture that my brother has delineated ! In various places he describes how badly marriages may turn out, and how all these galling relationships in love and matrimony " beginning with a great many brief follies, and ending in a long drawn-out stupidity," develop into passionate hatred of the sexes. This train of thought prompted him to make the strange statement that "the course of love is sex-war, its basis deadly sex-hatred." He wrote this note just after hearing a performance of Carmen, and we can see from this that Bizet's music gave him the clearest idea of that tremendous, gloomy, fateful passion which he never experienced himself, and of which he used to say earlier, with a smile of incredulity or amazement, " And all this fuss about a little girl! "
My brother could not imagine anything more distressing or fatal for a man's character than an unhappy marriage. Hence he proposes a sort of experimental mating :
"Ill-assorted couples I have always found the most vindictive; they make all the world suffer for the fact that they can no longer go each his own way.
" That is why I want sincere people to say to each other : ' We love each other: let us see that we go on loving each other. Or is our promise to be a mistake ? Give us a respite and a brief mating, so that we may see if we are suited for a long marriage. It is a serious matter for two always to be together!'
" That is my advice to all sincere people: and what would my love for the superman and the coming race signify if I spoke and advised in any other way ? "
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